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VANDA James sold her six-bed home
in Great Yarmouth in 2003 and
set off for New Zealand, hoping to spend
an exciting year !ravelllng the world after
her thraer;&ls had left home.

But just three manths later she was back in the UK —
homeless and jobless. And she has spent the |ast four years
moving around the country, hunting for the right job and
the right house. Divorcée Vanda, 49, says: “The hardest
thing about returning was coming to the realisation that |
didn't have anything to my name at all when | got back.”

She has spent the £30,000 proceeds from her house on

rent, lost deposits, fuel, train fares and, after she had to
sell her car, a “man with a van” to ferry her belongings
around. Buying furniture has also been a huge axpense —
£7.000 In the past four years.
* But, despite all this, Vanda remains remarkably upbeat.
*Friends have said that I'm unsettled or not content with
my lifa,” sha sald. *But | explain that | am settied — | know
what | want out of iife, after all.
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Since her return, her search for
happiness has taken her to Suffolk,
Norfolk, Cambridgeshire, Sussex and even Guernsay.
“Moving all the time was hard, but | didn't let it get me
down,” she says, “And it's made me realise how little
3 = | i ; ¥ K - you need to hve. I've learned to live with very few
Could this be T : _ . £ : i o : ! 3 possessions and survive on my inner resources.”
the ‘ona? y : f ; _ Finally she came full circle — and s now happy back
v iz i 13 - i 3 o in Great Yarmouth in a lovely three-storey home. It means
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Yarmouth LP I K 3 . [l 5 “l can't say I'll never move again. What | can say is that
/ o I the house feels 100 per cent right at the moment,” she says.
“I| really hope this will be my last move for a very long time.”™
Homes editor Zena Alli i says: “Moving house is in the top
three maost stressful experiences of our lives. Vanda has
managed it more times in just a few years than most peopla
do in a lifetime. | think she's made very brave decisions when
she could easily have stayed put and moaned. How many
of us complain about noisy neighbours, busy roads, long
commutes or lack of space, yet never do anything about it?*

07: This was a two-
m malsonette in a

three-storey, three-bedroom
new-huild costing £595 a month
at the beginning of the year and
| love it. It's near my family and
friends, close to the train station
and has all the facilities and
amenities | need - it even has
an outside washing line! It's the
best yet. It has three toflets, a
utility roosm, en suite bathroom,
a small garden. It's a gem.
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